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Felt Owl Measuring Tape + Free PDF Pattern









OK Internet, as promised, an owl craft made just for you! You can download a PDF pattern for this little Owl at the bottom of the page.



I have been stuck in bed this week, hit hard with the worst cold I think I have ever had. So if you want to try this at home, it is so easy it can be done under the covers, on a lap tray, while drinking tea and hunting for a good movie on Netflix. I just hope your partner doesn't mind little bits of felt and fluff in the bed!



I made this little owl out of some of my wool felt scraps and a tiny Japanese measuring tape which I had picked up ages ago at my favourite local fabric store, Gala Fabrics. Our little owl friend is hand sewn and embroidered with cotton embroidery threads, and stuffed, along with the measuring tape, with a little polyester fiberfill and some quilt batting. It is hard to see in the pictures, but the tape has a pull tab which comes out just behind the owls wing. If you don't have a tiny tape  measure, you can still make a stuffy version or applique him onto any of  your projects for some added cute.


The first step is to decide what colours you like for your owl and cut out all your felt pieces. This took my sick-addled brain a long time, but I finally I chose some of my favourite colours, a soft heather purple and pink with light browns. If you design your own felt  animal for this project, notice in the photos below that you need to make  the body at least a 1/4" bigger than your tape measure on all sides



Next, sew on the felt features and embroider the body of your owl. I used 3 strands of embroidery floss for most of the decorative stitches, 6 strands of brown for the owl body, and 2 strands to sew down the eyes and beak. I also used a little bit of stuffing in the beak to make it puffy. All my stitching is just simple straight stitches and overcast stitches. If you are not under the influence of a big mug of NeoCitran, you might want to attempt something fancier, but it's not really necessary (I had this idea to cover the back of the owl with lazy-daisy stitch "feathers", but that seemed too exhausting).



Decorate the front of each wing as you like and then sew the wing fronts and backs together with 2 strands thread, adding a little stuffing before closing them up. Stitch together the little toes. I used 1 strand of floss in a fine needle to make sewing the tiny little toes easier.

Cut out two pieces of cotton quilt batting a little smaller than your owl body. I used a little quilt baste spray (yeah, don't do that step in bed!) to attach the batting to the wrong side of each brown body piece. Position your measuring tape button side down, on the back side of your owl body, so that the tab comes out behind where a wing will be. I held the tape in place with a couple of basting stitches which I pulled out when the owl was finished.



I sewed the body together with overcast stitches, starting from the middle of the head and working my way around clockwise. Stuff as you go, both around the edges, and adding a little stuffing on top of the tape.



When you reach a spot to insert wings or feet, tuck them between the two body pieces and make sure your stitches catch all 3 layers as you sew. When you reach the tape measure tab, cut a little slit in the felt so that the tape can move freely (see picture above). 



Keep sewing and stuffing until you reach the top of the head again, make a knot and then draw your thread through the owls body. Clip the thread close, the tail will be pulled back into the owls body. Pull out the basting stitches around the measuring tape from the back.


This  little owl would be a great gift for a crafty friends sewing box, but a  handy little measuring tape in your purse is really useful for thrifty  shoppers too! I find carrying a measuring tape to garage sales and  thrift stores helps me be sure that one of a kind finds will actually  fit and be used in The Tiny Apartment and won't be a waste of money. I  also carry a tiny notebook with the measurements of things I hope to  find: the height of my chairs, the width of a shelf I could use, yardage for sewing projects, the diameter of the Pyrex lid I am missing,  etc...

  

Download the PDF pattern here 
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MarybethJanuary 11, 2011 at 4:16 PM
That is sooooo cute!!!!  Thanks for posting the pattern :)))  I hope you feel better soon!
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UnknownJanuary 19, 2011 at 7:42 AM
found my way here via liesl made blog.  thanks for the adorable pattern!  i can't wait to make one!!!  :)
ReplyDelete
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AnneJanuary 23, 2011 at 7:02 PM
This is so, so cute!!  I linked to your pattern over at Craft Gossip Sewing:
http://sewing.craftgossip.com/free-pattern-felt-owl-measuring-tape-cover/2011/01/23/

--Anne
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BonnieJanuary 23, 2011 at 9:34 PM
Thank you so much for posting this and sharing! This is something I would buy!!
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AnonymousJanuary 24, 2011 at 3:17 AM
beautiful...
http://monicc.wordpress.com/2011/01/24/niente-di-meglio/
bye
Moni
ReplyDelete
Replies

Reply




	
Michele TJanuary 24, 2011 at 10:20 AM
You are Canadian!! Woo Hoo! Love this owl and I thank you for sharing the tutorial. I am unable to download the PFD because I really, really want to make one for myself! I have signed up to follow you and look forward to more fresh and interesting projects!
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Julie StewartJanuary 24, 2011 at 1:48 PM
super cute!!
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Pandora31January 24, 2011 at 3:03 PM
Super cute! I might actually find my tape measure when it looks this cute!!!!
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DarlaGirlJanuary 24, 2011 at 7:57 PM
I am going to make these for my Thursday Night Craft Girls. Thanks
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crazypatchFebruary 22, 2011 at 2:48 AM
So cute; I love, je vais mettre le lien sur mon blog si tu veux bien....
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CrazypatchFebruary 23, 2011 at 12:32 PM
je viens de t'envoyer la photo de la mienne Amitiés
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FlorenceFebruary 24, 2011 at 10:34 PM
Thanks !
This owl is very cute !!!
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hursiFebruary 26, 2011 at 10:37 AM
very sweet
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Federica's CreationsMarch 2, 2011 at 5:41 AM
That's so cute! Very very nice...
I'll make it soon!
ReplyDelete
Replies

Reply




	
TnukMarch 11, 2011 at 10:20 AM
Muchas gracias por el patrón.. ;D
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UnknownMarch 14, 2011 at 1:24 AM
super sympa 
merci pour tout
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AnonymousJune 4, 2011 at 6:30 PM
I used this pattern, but instead of a tape measure, i used it to make a change purse. i love this though!
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AgoZigoZago SistersSeptember 3, 2011 at 3:13 AM
Una simpatica idea! Grazie!
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Quiltin' SandyOctober 24, 2011 at 9:31 AM
Thank you for such a sweet little owl pattern. Just what I have been looking for!!! Sandy. :)
ReplyDelete
Replies
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GiovannaNovember 7, 2011 at 12:10 AM
Ciao, sono Giovanna, ho trovato il tuo blog per caso, e ti ringrazio per questo tutorial, questo gufetto é simpaticissimo!
Mi scarico subito il modello, appena l' avrò realizzato lo posterò sul mio blog.
Grazie!
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RoshandaNovember 28, 2011 at 3:09 PM
so neat!
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JackieDecember 28, 2011 at 5:43 PM
Beautiful!You just gave me a brilliant birthday gift idea! Thank you!
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AnonymousJanuary 1, 2012 at 9:39 AM
Thank You
My granddaughter LOVES owls. Can't wait to make this for her.
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Naomi :)January 17, 2012 at 6:01 AM
Just about to start this; can't wait as it looks awesome!
ReplyDelete
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AmyFebruary 11, 2012 at 10:37 AM
I can't open the download :( It wont open for me for some reason and I loveeeee this little pattern!!!!!!!!!!!! I am bummed :(
ReplyDelete
Replies
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GabrielleFebruary 11, 2012 at 1:33 PM
Hi there Amy, I sent you a message on your blog as well, but if you send me an email, I can try to send you the file as an attachment. It might be that your computer is having issues connecting to Google Docs. The file is a pdf, and seems to be working on my end. I hope we can sort you out, sorry you are so bummed :(
ReplyDelete
Replies
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UnknownFebruary 25, 2012 at 2:26 AM
Hi, probably our entry may be off topic but anyways, I have been surfing around your blog and it looks

very professional. It’s obvious you know your topic and you appear fervent about it. I’m developing a

fresh blog plus I’m struggling to make it look good, as well as offer the best quality content. I have

learned much at your web site and also I anticipate alot more articles and will be coming back soon.Thanks you.



 Single Bedroom Apartment
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Miss ButterflyFebruary 28, 2012 at 2:19 AM
Thank you for this neat Tutorial !!! Made one yesterday ...My tape measure was too big to fit inside but love it as a cute ornament instead !!!!
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StitchinwitchApril 25, 2012 at 4:01 PM
This is just perfect for a swap I'm in :)
ReplyDelete
Replies
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IsApril 25, 2012 at 6:02 PM
Hey Gabrielle, stopping by from Fine Craft Guild Time for a party. That owl is soo cute! Thanks for sharing and for the pattern!
Greetings from Spain
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Deb WindsorJune 30, 2012 at 3:16 PM
A gorgeous blog! My 12 year old daughter has always LOVED these mini tapes and collected them when she can.  She couldnt believe I made the little owl for her! Its her absolute favourite.  Thank you!
ReplyDelete
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Pat CanhetiJuly 7, 2012 at 6:01 AM
What can I say?? You're very tallented! Really gifted person! Now I am happy to  follow your ideas and stuff!
A great hug from Brazil...
Pat Canheti
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lilndmamaJuly 7, 2012 at 6:16 PM
Very cute!  Thanks for sharing, I can't wait to make one for myself!
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AnonymousAugust 16, 2012 at 11:39 PM
Has anyone tried doing them.  It seems hard to do?
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UnknownAugust 27, 2012 at 2:29 PM
so very cute luv tfs!!!
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AnonymousOctober 10, 2012 at 1:57 PM
Absolutely adorable!!!! My sister wanted an owl pattern and she is just starting to sew. Is this a good pattern for a beginner? I am going to make one too and it does look pretty easy... :) Hope you make more tutorials for cute soft toys just like this li'l cutie!!!!!
Thanks!
Anon
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GabrielleOctober 10, 2012 at 2:23 PM
Hey there Anonymous :) Yes it is very easy for a beginner as it is a handsewing project. If she wants, she can just make it as a 1 dimensional patch to add to something as decoration, or lightly stuff it to make a cute ornament. Good luck!
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AnonymousFebruary 22, 2013 at 2:01 PM
Hi there!

This is just sooo cute, I will definately be making one. I hope you don't mind but I had an owl craft themes post on my blog and I added your picture and a link as one of my top five favourite owl crafts. Let me know if this is not OK and I will of course remove it straight away!
Hugs from Marilyn

http://www.marilynmeanders.wordpress.com
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shirley pagliattoMarch 12, 2013 at 2:26 PM
Hi
Absolutely adorable!!!
 I can't wait to make one for myself, but I need have one Measuring Tape, because I don't find here in Brazil.
Please, send me one Measuring Tape such yours.
thanks
shirley
ReplyDelete
Replies

Reply




	
PatryApril 20, 2013 at 8:23 AM
Bello,bello,bello,bello!!!!!!!Lo cucirò sicuramente!Con simpatia..
Patry
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alciraJune 1, 2013 at 5:06 PM
gracias muchas gracias, mañan,a mismo empesaré a hacerlo, es el más bonito que he visto, felecitaciones por tu blog. un abrazo.
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casinositewiki 카지노사이트April 16, 2022 at 9:06 AM
I enjoyed over read your blog post. Your blog have nice information, I got good ideas from this amazing blog. I am always searching like this type blog post. I hope I will see again..  Feel free to visit my website; 바카라사이트
ReplyDelete
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bacarasiteApril 16, 2022 at 10:01 AM
Wow!!! It was really an Informational Article which provide me with much Insightful Information. I would like to first thank the author for such an Insightful Content. keep it up! thankyou Feel free to visit my website; 바카라사이트닷컴
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badugisite18April 27, 2022 at 1:51 AM
This is a great post and enjoy the look of your blog very much. Thanks for sharing.  바둑이사이트     
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casinositeone.JDSJune 5, 2022 at 12:57 PM
I will quote this post and post it on my blog. Would you like to visit my blog later? Feel free to visit my website;    카지노사이트 
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casinosite777infoJDSJune 5, 2022 at 12:58 PM

Hello there, You have performed an excellent job. I will definitely dig it and personally suggest to my friends.   카지노사이트  
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casinositezoneJDSJune 5, 2022 at 12:59 PM
 I’m confident they will be benefited from this web site.  카지노사이트 
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casinositeguidecomJDSJune 5, 2022 at 1:00 PM

Hard to ignore such an amazing article like this. You really amazed me with your writing talent. Thank for you shared again.   온라인카지노 
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카지노추천June 7, 2022 at 1:21 AM
When did it start? The day I started surfing the Internet to read articles related to . I've been fond of seeing various sites related to 카지노추천 around the world for over 10 years. Among them, I saw your site writing articles related to  and I am very satisfied.
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DR AQJuly 21, 2022 at 11:55 PM
good sites check Vintage Car Plate and always give high healthy sites hazel eyes and check will talk 2 digit car number plate
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DR AQJuly 21, 2022 at 11:56 PM
check blog Click On
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DR AQAugust 15, 2022 at 4:53 AM
nware aurora 2019
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DR AQAugust 15, 2022 at 4:54 AM
Used Cars Import new site check 
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John OdomAugust 19, 2022 at 11:35 PM
Car consignment Singapore new site check and join our product 
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wasalakAugust 23, 2022 at 7:24 PM
This blog is really helpful for the public .easily understand,
Thanks for published,hoping to see more high quality article like this.
슬롯사이트
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John OdomAugust 26, 2022 at 12:51 AM
Hello ! I am the one who writes posts on these topics 30th Aniversary Doodle 
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John OdomAugust 30, 2022 at 10:48 PM
SEO Basics This blog is really helpful for the public.
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John OdomSeptember 1, 2022 at 1:20 AM
Logo Design This blog is really helpful for the public 
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shakiSeptember 1, 2022 at 10:36 PM
great post Singapore Citizenship Application
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Aliza sultanFebruary 15, 2023 at 8:50 PM
Alienware Specifications all are ready
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Master Royale APKMarch 30, 2023 at 11:07 PM
Nice and impressive article, I am glad to visit here. If you want to search advance tips for clash royale then, don't worry I recommended one article about it. I read this article last week. This guide will help you shorten and enjoy your journey without spending any money on the game. So, you can visit here and  download master royale .
ReplyDelete
Replies

Reply




	
Aliza sultanMay 21, 2023 at 6:15 AM
Cineb.net
visit net posst
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snackle box ideasJuly 26, 2023 at 3:12 AM
It’s really a great and helpful piece of information. If you're someone who relishes exploring novel flavors, experimenting with unique combinations, and discovering delightful snacks, then Snackle Box ideas  is your gateway to a revolutionary snacking experience. Indulge in a meticulously curated selection of mouthwatering treats that are guaranteed to excite your taste buds. Find out more information by visiting the article.
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Calculating CAGRFebruary 12, 2024 at 10:36 PM
Fabulous post! Wondering how to calculate CAGR for your portfolio? Well, CAGR is calculated by taking the nth root of the total return, offering a simplified method for investors. for more info, I suggest visiting the given website link.
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About Me



	

Gabrielle


	Victoria, BC, Canada
	I am a scientist and crafter living on Vancouver Island. I am inspired by nature and I am in love with the ocean. I mostly sew, felt, draw and paint, but I try new things all of the time. I have recently started blogging as a way to document and share all the stuff I make in my Tiny Apartment.


View my complete profile
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